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My name is Kimberly Early and | will be serving as you PTSA president
for the 2009-2010 school year! This is my second year at Madison and my son
is Quentin Early who is in the 8" grade. | just want to take some time to tell you
about myself so you know a little bit about who | am. Currently | work in the
early childhood education (ECE) field, which covers birth-8 years of age, work-
ing as a licensor for child care centers. | have also worked as adjunct faculty at
Highline Community College teaching ECE classes and as a trainer to the com-
munity at large. In my past life, | worked as a teacher for Seattle Public Schools
at Washington Middle School and Middle College High School teaching English
& History.

Like some of you as parents, | too have always been pretty highly in-
volved with my sonds education by voluntee
school on! | served as the PTA president at Orca Elementary from 2006-2007,
and before that, | was very involved in a host of other activities at that school.

In my spare time, | have also gained lots of experience working as a community
activist, organizing, planning & participating in workshops, protests, and confer-
ences! Groups | have worked with include Seattle Rape Relief, People of Color
Against Aids (POCAAN), Community Coalition for Environmental Justice
(CCEJ), PRAXIS Institute for Early Childhood Education, African American
Child Care Task Force (AACCTF), for the past 10 years, Black Child Develop-
ment Institute (BCDI), and The PRAXIS Institute for Early Childhood Education
just to name a few.

Now, most importantly, our goals for the 2009-2010 Madison PTSA in-
clude i Communication - making sure we communicate clearly & often with
the parents using as many modes amil podfsi bl
and we want to make sure to include those people in the loop along with parent/
guardian whose first language is not English. Parent/Guardian Participation
T I think middle school is a age where parent participation is not as high as it
was with el ementary school, so wedl|l e tr
the school overall. This will also include some type of 6™ grade and/or new par-
ent fAGetting to Know YRaent/&uandianEducaBanh oo Ifo e v
T every other month, the PTSA will offer different speakers about various topics
such as cyber-bulling or sex education and your middle-schooler. Plus, this
maybe a way to get some more you involved as well! Fundraising i this topic
almost always seems to be a goal for the PTSA! Our school population from
2008-2009 had a 40.9% population on free & reduced lunch and with the econ-
omy still in a recession, this may be even higher this school year. So we want
to make sure that for all families, economics is not going to hold their child back
from participating in various events such as camping or field trips.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

Weodéll thatoés it for now and I dm | ooking forward [ o n
note, the PTSA is still looking for Secretary - two people can work in this position and switch off monthly. Job de-
scription-t akes notes and has them ready for publication i n t

takers for this position.
Sincerely,

Kimberly Early
PTSA President

PTSAVice-Pr esi dent 6 s Mesdqa

My name is Dawn Sly. | have a sixth grader, Daniel at Madison and a 1st grader, David, at Schmitz Park Elementary. It is
my hope that by acting as the vice president of the PTSA, that | can work to open communications between staff, families
and students. | believe that a strong network is important in helping our kids succeed and that good communication is a pri-
mary building block of any network.

Ways to Fundraise Money for Madi: Chedisy!

Just in case you missed out on buying Cookie Dough or if you just want to find some more ways to help
out financially in fundraising for Madison, here are three.

1) E-Scripts -Do you have a Safeway card? How about a Targgt o
donate money to the school of your choice if you just tell them to? eScrip is proven to be a fantastic resource for

fundraising where participating business partners contribute a percentage of your grocery loyalty cards, credit

card, and debit/ATM card purchases to the school (that would be Madison) of your choice. But you can actually

select up to three groups to have your money split between and you can even track the percentage of your dona-

tion on-line! Visit the website at www.escrip.com for more information, including a complete list of participants.

When you go on-line to register, the Group ID# for Madison Middle School PTA is 8564358.

2) Direct Drive Campaign T This is an annual, year round fundraiser where a letter comes to your house, asking
you to donate money to Madison school. As of October 2009, we have raised $2,000 of our $11,000 goal and the
more money we raise, the more we can focus on enriching the lives of our Madison students! So maybe you just
want to do your big donation of $10,000 now to get it over with or even have a smaller donation of $5.00 or more,
either way, this Direct Drive Campaign is for you! Also feel free to share your Direct Drive Campaign letters with
family and friends in case they may want to donate to the Madison community.

3) Bank of America 7 When you refer a friend to Bank of America, where the PTSA also has an account, instead
of having the $25.00 referral fee go to you, you can have the fee go to Madison Middle School! And this is not
just with Bank of America, itdés with any bank that offe

So here you go, three easy ways to fundraise for Madison. Hope you can choose
one or more of these easy, cheesy ways!
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Bubble -Up:
Notes from PTSA Meeting

Bubble Up: Notes from December PTSA Meeting

Meeting was called to order at 7:09 by PTSA President Kimberly Early. Opening report was give by Librarian Mrs. Chambers.

Mrs. Chambers reported on the current Scholastic Book fair that was being held. This is the first book fair in about 10 year s and
the proceeds were going to help support the humanities classroom libraries. So far the event has been a success and after two
days we are well over halfway to our goal. Thanks to Nancy Beckett who has help coordinate this event and the volunteers.

$IWHU LOWURGXFWLRQV O0OU &DUOLVOH JDYH KLV SULQFLSDOYfV UHSR UWinto the DUOL
rhythm of teaching now that the student assignment plan boundaries have been voted on. Teachers are working on a number of

programs including one to teach students to be deeper and/or more critical thinkers through the use of higher level and open

ended questions. Teachers are also working on transition plans that will include work with high school teachers in order to ¢ reate

a more cohesive movement through the assigned schools.

There was discussion as to how we can create a comprehensive program for MMS and WSHS that can draw families the way the
Denny/Sealth program it. Mr. Carlisle stated that we needed to work on creating an identity, creating continuity of programs such
as music, creating a comprehensive school for all interests and needs by adding such classes as tech ed, and working towards
having our students college ready at the end of high school. With the new assignment plan in place, we need to start looking at
our schools as a K-12 system, not individual schools.

3DUHQWY VWDWHG WKDW :HVW 6HDWWOH + 6 QHHGHG VRPH KHOS DQG WKDW LW PLJ
attend. Another parent suggested that kids be challenged more in 9™ grade. There was also some discussion about challenge
and spectrum programs and what those will look like in the future.

Mr. Carlisle also approached the idea of an anniversary celebration, as this is the 83" year that Madison has started a new school
year. There were some discussions about ideas to celebrate with. It was decided that we would send out a request to have any-
one interested in working on this project come to an information meeting.

Kim Early then took the floor and told us about a grant that Madison Middle School applied for and won that gives us $1800.00 to
KHOS VXSSRUW 3% ULQJ <RXU )DPLO\ WR 68X Rduid, welwiNave 1 lfikdpeoMe JriteEestedDnhelping
put this together.

Cookie dough sales went very well. We netted about $11,000! Good job all.

Dominos has approached Mr. Carlisle about a pizza card fundraiser. It was decided that this opportunity should be given to t he 8"
graders to help pay for their graduation event. The vice -principals with help put the fundraiser into place.

There was discussion about the Bulldog News and it was decided that we should go fully electronic with this publication. Moti on

presented by Lora Bunch and seconded by Nancy Beckett. We will send out postcards to all MMS families with a link attached. We
ZLOO DOVR VHQG RXW HOHFWURQLF OLQNV WR HYHU\RQH ZKR ILOOHG RX&dte3JRLQJ
office for anyone that prefers to receive it that way. Also, since the labor intensive portion of this is mailing it out, it  can be pro-

duced and sent out once per month.
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